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Greater Salem
Contractors Association
“The Foundation Upon Which to Build Your Trade”

August 2020 Bulletin

GSCA Says Goodbye to  
Harris’ Pelham Inn
For decades the Greater Salem Contractors 
Association has had a multitude of events 
at Harris’ Pelham Inn. From casual cook-
outs to awards banquets, Harris’ has been 
the been the backdrop of many fun times 
and memories for our group.

At the turn of the century, brothers Harry 
A. Harris and George G. Harris, great 
grandfather and great great uncle of the 
fourth generation most recently operating the function facilities, purchased 
37 acres of farm land from Humphrey O’Leary. The intent was to build a 
summer resort which was completed in 1906.

Called the Grand View House, the 38 bedroom resort had conveniences such 
as chambermaids, bell hops, and horse 
and surrey transportation to and from the 
electric car line, one mile away. Telephone 
was connected in 1909 and room rates, 
called terms, were $7 to $10 per person, 
per week, which included three meals 
a day. A riding stable with instructors 
was available. In 1918 the resort name 
changed to Harris’ Pelham Inn. 

Although it has been many years since the Inn was available for overnight 
stays, the Harris family offered home cooking, excellent quality and service 
for a variety functions. They provided these events at a reasonable price 
and have been very generous with the 
community. It is very sad to see that the 
COVID-19 situation has taken such a 
vital business away from us all. We hope 
that the family is able to enjoy some rest 
and relaxation after working so hard for 
us over all the years. Best of luck, Harris 
family, you will be greatly missed.

Gazebo Rehab 
Event
The Gazebo Rehab event is sched-
uled for Saturday, August 8 at 8am. 
Our president Tom Mosson has been 
working on getting donors for the 
project and has successfully lined 
up the Derry Salem Elks Freedom 
Riders who will be donating their 
time and money for rubbish removal 
and the Historical Society who 
will be supplying lunch by the 
river. He is still working on finding 
businesses for materials and labor. 
If anyone is interested in donating, 
please call Tom at 603-234-5843.

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, August 8th  

@ 8am
The Gazebo  

in Veteran’s Park
308 Main St, Salem, NH

GAZEBO REHAB!
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Letter from the 
President…
Hello Fellow Members,

As I am sure many of you 
know, we have lost two hon-
orary members of the Greater 
Salem Contractors Association 
this year, Ron Bedard and Ron 
Cyr. Both were the backbones 
of small town business supply 
companies, servicing con-
tractors and communities for 
decades. Although we have lost 
these great men, I take comfort 
in knowing that the next gen-
eration of their families will 
be carrying on their values and 
traditions for years to come. 
Ron and Ron, you are already 
greatly missed.

We have also lost another 
GSCA treasure, Harris’ Pelham 
Inn. I am grateful for all of the 
fantastic times we had at meet-
ings, outings, parties, awards 
banquets... too many events to 
mention. I will never forget the 
delicious Roast Beef Dinners, 
Salad with their Signature 
Dressing and... please... we 
can not forget the Green Beans 
with Cheese! Thank you Harris 
Family for all of the good times 
that we had together.

And, finally, I look forward to 
seeing as many of you as are 
able at the Gazebo Rehab event 
on August 8th. It will be nice 
to be able to work together on 
such a worthy project.

Looking forward to seeing you 
soon! 
Tom Mosson 
President 
Greater Salem  
Contractors Association

Board Meeting Briefs
Thank you, Katie Delay for providing the following briefs from the  

August Board of Directors Meeting:

Gazebo Updates:
• Tom coordinating with Salem Historical Society - Details to come

Budget Review
• Reviewed financials from 2019-2020
• Created budget for 2020-2021, with final budget vote at August Board 

Meeting

Finalized Pentucket Bank changeover

Looking Ahead
• Rob Hannon to host September’s Member Hosted Meeting on Thursday, 

September 17th at RWH Architect, 12 Lansing Drive, Salem, NH. There 
is no cost to this event and guests are welcome. Space is limited due to 
social distancing requirements so please RSVP to Katie Delay at admin@
gscanh.org if you are able to attend

Member Hosted Event
Thursday, September 17 @ 6pm

Thank you, Rob Hannon for hosting  
our September event at

RWH Architects 
264 North Broadway Unit 205, Salem, NH

All GSCA Events are Limited Capacity  
to maintain safe social distancing.

Please RSVP to Katie Delay at admin@gscanh.org
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Last fall we lost a dear friend and 
GSCA member, Ron Cyr. Two of 
his children, Brian Cyr and Linda 
Leone, were kind enough to take 
the time to tell me a bit about their 
beloved father and send me some 
photos that we thought you might 
enjoy seeing.

Ron Cyr started his work life in the 
Armed Services in the late 1950’s, 
working with heavy equipment and 
doing construction. He continued 
in this vein after leaving the service 
until he 
went on to 
Cyr Oil Co. 

Ron 
worked at 
Cyr Oil 
Co. for 
25 years. He started out operating 
heavy trucks and construction equip-
ment then moved up to being the 
manager in charge of carpenters, 
plumbers, electricians and painters 
employed by Cyr Oil Co. He was 
responsible for maintenance of 
many company owned and managed 
properties including homes, apart-
ment houses, mill buildings, service 
stations, office buildings, warehous-
es and shopping centers. From there 
he acted as construction manager, 
supervising the construction of new 
service stations, including one of the 
first self-service stations in the area. 
He finished his time at Cyr Oil Co. 
as vice president managing the day 
to day operation of over 30 service 
stations with a fleet of tanker trucks 
and a home heating oil business with 
thousands of customers in the great-
er Lawrence, Massachusetts area.

Ron bought J & O Sales, a lum-
ber yard in Windham, NH in 1984 
and grew it to be the popular Cyr 

Lumber home 
center it is today 
with the help of 
his family. He 
was proud that 
his entire family could work to grow 
the business in an atmosphere of 
cooperation and goodwill.

Those of you who knew Ron prob-
ably remember his button down 
shirts with glasses and a pen in his 
pocket and his great big smile. He 
loved jokes, both telling and hearing 
them and made it a point to really 
get to know people and remember 
something about each and every 
person he met.

Ron was a 
collector 
and dealer 
of various 
kinds of an-
tiques and 
gas station memorabilia and was an 
antique and classic car enthusiast. 

Most im-
portantly, 
Ron was a 
family man, 
through and 
through. 

He married his sweetheart Rachel 
in 1960. Ron and Rachel raised six 
intelligent, decent, hardworking 
individuals with good character and 
morals, all of whom are well-ad-
justed, good standing members of 
the community. He provided for 

his family 
and worked 
hard his 
entire life. 
He knew 
how to have 
fun, too! He 
was very 

involved in his kids activities as 
they were growing up and loved to 
take them on family camping trips.

Ron’s happiest times were spent 
with his grandchildren. Being a 
“Granpa” came naturally to him. 
He created special bonds with each 
and every one of them and enjoyed 
spending lots of time showing how 
much he loved them. He would ride 
the lawn tractor with them on his 

lap, teach 
them to 
drive the 
golf cart 
and take 
them down 
back to 

feed the fish in the brook. He’d go 
to their events and games and cheer 
them on and he’d send them special 
notes and newspaper clippings when 
he was 
away. Not 
surprisingly, 
Thanks-
giving was 
his favorite 
holiday because his family was all 
together.

The GSCA has fond memories of 
Ron and miss him greatly. He was 
an extremely active member and we 
appreciate everything that he did for 
our organization. RIP, Ron, see you 
on the other side.

Remembering Ron Cyr
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Pumps • Tanks • Filtration
Route 28 — Windham, NH

(603) 898-4232     www.pwpco.com

(603) 898-5136
39 Rockingham Rd • Route 28
Windham, NH 03087

Contact Katie 603.560.1002 or admin@gscanh.org

P.O. Box 236, Windham, NH 03087
(603) 434-7511  www.jamescollinsinc.com

John DeBaun
SVP, Commercial Loan Officer
234 North Broadway
Salem, NH 03079
Tel: 603-894-7816
Email: JDeBaun@pentucketbank.com
www.pentucketbank.com
Member FDIC.  Member DIF.  NMLS#1630813

FRIENDLY•SIMPLE•SAFE

Fuel, Service, Equipment 
PalmerGas.com 

Call us today! 
603.898.7986
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Thank you to our members who help our organization with their newsletter ads. Please 
show your support by using and promoting their services. We ask you support all of our 
members this way and be sure to bring up the GSCA to potential members, homeowners 
and community leaders.

If you are interested in placing an ad in our bulletin, please contact Katie Delay
603-560-1002     Admin@GSCANH.org     www.GSCANH.org
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2020-2021 Board of Directors
President

Tom Mosson
Tom Mosson Builders

603-234-5843 • tmossonbuilder@gmail.com
Member since 2001

Immediate Past President
Curt Gracie 

C.E. Gracie Construction Management
603-231-8835 • ce_gracie@yahoo.com

Member since 2012

Vice President
Gary Merrill

George E. Merrill & Son, Inc.
603-231-0967 • garymerrill@merrillexcavating.com

Member since 1992

Secretary
Jeff Ozella 

Performance Painting
603-635-3552 • dawna246@comcast.net

Member since 2015

Treasurer
Joe Andrews

Colonial Benefit Solutions
603-965-0200 • jpandrewsjr@yahoo.com

Member since 2015

Directors

August Crossword Solution

Trivia!
Send your answer for this trivia 

question to Katie at  
admin@gscanh.org. All correct 
answers will be entered into a 
drawing for a $25 Gift Card!

How thick (in inches) is a  
#12 piece of Rebar?

Ron Leone
Leone Masonry and Tile

603-235-2165 
ronleone@comcast.net

Member since 2010
Wayne Gelardi

ADServices Unlimited
603-898-0050 

wayneg@adservicesu.com 
Member since 2015

Rob Hannon
RWH Architect
603-458-6903 

rob@rwh-architect.com
Member since 2017

Gary Kanter 
Link Established

603-820-3432
gary@linkestablished.com

Member since 2019

Board 
members in 
attendance at 
July meeting 
from l to r: 
Wayne, Gary, 
Jeff, Rob and 
Tom (Joe and 
Katie  not 
shown)

Farewell,  
Ron Bedard

Ronald 
“Ron” E. 
Bedard, 89, 
of Pelham, 
NH, passed 
away on June 
28, 2020 with 
his devoted 
family by 
his side. Ron 
was a life-
long resident 

of Pelham, dedicated member of St. 
Patrick Parish, army veteran, proud 
business owner of Pelham Building 
Supply and one of the charter 
members of the Greater Salem 
Contractors Association.

We couldn’t let this issue go by 
without mentioning this very sad 
loss, but we will feature Ron in the 
September bulletin.



Mark your calendar!
Thurs., Aug. 6 • 6pm
Board of Directors Meeting

 Windham Restaurant

Sat., Aug. 8 • 8am
Gazebo Rehab Event 

 Veteran’s Park 
308 Main St., Salem, NH

Mon., Aug. 24 • 6:30am
GSCC 10th Chamber Classic 

Golf Tournament 2020 
 Windham Country Club 

Register at: gschamber.com

Thurs. Sept. 3 • 6pm
Board of Directors Meeting

 Windham Restaurant
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Greater Salem  
Contractors Association
P.O. Box 616
Salem, NH 03079


